




WELCOME TO THE CARLY PRESS GROUND 
 AT WELLINGTON PLAYING FIELD 

Saturday 7th March 2026 
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Match Sponsor 
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WADHAM FENCING 

 
 



 
WELLINGTON AFC 

The Carly Press Ground at Wellington Playing Field 
North Street Car Park, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8LY 

(An Unincorporated Members’ Club) 
www.wellingtonafc.co.uk 

 
Affiliated to the Somerset FA 

Members of: 
Jewson Western League 

Stitch 2 Print Devon & Exeter Football League 
Centregreat Taunton & District Saturday League 

Somerset County Women’s League 
Western Counties Floodlight Youth League 

Taunton Youth League & Mini League 
Somerset Girls' Football League 

 
CLUB OFFICIALS 

 
ALAN SHIRE - President 

 
MIKE HALL – Chairman 

 
GRAHAM ASPIN - Vice-Chairman 

 
JANE BROWN – Secretary 

 
JAMIE WEBBER - Treasurer 

 
COLIN WALLER - Welfare Officer/Youth Teams Secretary 

 
YVETTE WAYGOOD – Assistant Welfare Officer  

 
GEOFF HAMLYN – Assistant Secretary/Membership Secretary 

 
KEN BIRD – Media Manager 

 
MICHAEL OWEN – Bar Manager 

 
JEANETTE BIRD – Bookings Officer 

 
TEAM MANAGERS 

 
RICHARD CHERRY – First Team 

 
MARK OWEN – Reserves 

WARREN TOTH – A Team GEOFF HAMLYN – Wildcats 
  

http://www.wellingtonafc.co.uk/


 

WELLINGTON AFC 
Club History 

Formed in 1892, we are proud to be a three-star FA Accredited Club and run 
more than 30 teams, providing football for hundreds of men, women, boys and 
girls throughout the season. 
 
Initially, the club played in leagues based around Taunton and Tiverton. In the 
early 1960s, we gained promotion to the Somerset Senior League and 
succeeded in achieving Western League status in 1978 which has been retained 
ever since, making us one of the league’s longest continuously serving 
members. 
 
Since entering the Western League in the First Division, we played at Premier 
Division level from 1981-82 to 1984-85 and 2008-09 to 2010-11. The team were 
then promoted as First Division champions at the end of the 2016-17 season 
and have since remained in the Premier Division. In their first season back, the 
team finished a creditable 15th and also reached the semi-finals of the 
Somerset Premier Cup. The side finished 13th in 2024-25 with their highest 
points total for a number of years.  
 
We have three other senior sides - the Reserves in the Devon and Exeter 
League's premier division, the A team in the Taunton Saturday League's 
premier division and the Wildcats Ladies, in the Somerset County Women’s 
League first division. 
 
We run well over 20 teams in our youth and minis section with both boys and 
girls playing from the age of seven right through to 18 - along with coaching for 
even younger children. 
 
We also have a thriving Abilities Counts section which runs teams for both 
adults and youth players. 
 
Off the pitch, Wellington AFC play a major role in the local community – we are 
home to a large number of skittles and darts teams and our facilities are in use 
throughout the year for a wide range of social events staged by local groups, 
registered charities and individuals. 
 
We also host training courses, seminars and roadshows for local businesses and 
organisations. 

 



WELCOME TO TODAY’S GAME 
 

We extend a warm welcome to the players, officials and supporters of 
Bradford Town for what is our first home Jewson Western League 
Premier Division game since Boxing Day. 
 
When the teams met at Bradford in early December, Bradford won 3-1. 
Wellington’s goal came from Alfie Slough. 
 

 

TODAY’S MATCH SPONSOR 
 

 
 

Jamie Gibson of R&M Wholesale 

 
TODAY’S MATCHBALL SPONSOR 

 
We thank them for their continued support of 

Wellington AFC 
 

Cover photograph courtesy of Robin Stewart Photography 



FIRST TEAM SPONSORS 
 

 
 

We are indebted to local business AJ Shire Electrical and Solar Services for 
continuing as first team kit sponsor for another season. Alan Shire, also 
our president, is pictured – second from left – with Richard Cherry 
(manager), Glen Wright (captain) and Mike Hall (chairman). 

 
 

 
NEXT GAMES FOR THE FIRST TEAM 

 
Tuesday 10th March – 7.30pm 

Jewson Western League – Premier Division 
PAULTON ROVERS v WELLINGTON 

 
Saturday 14th March – 3.00pm 

Jewson Western League – Premier Division 
WELLINGTON v OLDLAND ABBOTONIANS 

 
 



 



 





WELLINGTON FIRST TEAM SQUAD – 2025-2026 SEASON 
 

 
 

Rear from left, Graham Aspin (vice-chairman), Georgia Purdy (apprentice coach), Mark Cornish, Nathan Byrne, Jack 
McAndrews, Sam Towler, Josh Lukins, Alfie Slough, Callum Thomas, Harvey Field, James Westwood (assistant coach), Alan 
Shire (president and kit sponsor, AJ Shire Electrical). Front, Jake Haggerty, Jack Alcock, Oscar Albano, Mike Hall (chairman), 
Richard Cherry (manager), Glen Wright (captain), Ryan Brereton, Douglas Camilo. 



MATCH REPORT 
LES PHILLIPS CUP SEMI-FINAL 

WELLINGTON  1 2 BARNSTAPLE TOWN 
 

Wellington could hold their heads high after a battling display saw them 
edged out by Barnstaple Town at the Carly Press Ground last Saturday, 
(February 28th). 
 
The Tangerines were playing in their first Les Phillips semi-final against a 
side currently sitting in the play-off places in the Jewson Western League’s 
premier division. 
 
Before our biggest crowd of the season, they rose to the occasion and 
pushed Barnstaple all the way but it was the visitors who earned the right 
to take on Bradford Town in the final. 
 
Barnstaple looked lively from the kick-off and threatened inside the 
opening ten minutes as Joshua Parry’s header was blocked by the chest of 
keeper Andy Collings. 
 
The visitors then made the breakthrough on 15 minutes. A chip across the 
box found Luke Mortimore, who brought the ball under control, created a 
yard of space and fired home. 
 
Wellington responded positively and carved out their first opening on 23 
minutes when Josh Baker drove an effort across goal. 
 
At the other end, a dangerous Barnstaple free-kick on 32 minutes was 
volleyed over as a closely-fought game ebbed and flowed. 
 
The equaliser arrived on 35 minutes and it was worth the wait. A long 
throw was flicked on by Tom Stone into the path of Baker, who produced 
a superb overhead kick which gave the keeper no chance and sent the 
home crowd into raptures. 
 
With their tails up, Wellington nearly went in front just before the break 
as Sam Towler volleyed just wide, leaving the sides level at half-time.



The Tangerines began the second half brightly. Within three minutes of 
the restart, Ryan Brereton went close with a volley from a Towler corner 
as they looked to seize the initiative. 
 
However, it was Barnstaple who struck the decisive blow after 67 
minutes. A clearance came out to Tommy Rogers who brought the ball 
under control before unleashing an unstoppable 20-yard drive across 
Collings and inside the far post to make it 2-1. 
 
Wellington threw men forward in a bid to force penalties, but they could 
find no way through a well-organised Barnstaple defence. 
 
While there was disappointment at the final whistle, the Tangerines were 
applauded off the pitch after a cracking cup tie played in a great 
atmosphere. 
 

 
Josh Baker’s wonderful overhead kick 

(Courtesy of Robin Steward Photography) 

 

 

 
 

Defender Tom Stone was our player 
of the match and he is pictured being 

congratulated by manager Richard 
Cherry. 

 

 



 
 

 
 
Our next Past Players’ Reunion will take place at the first-team’s home 
game v Saltash United on Saturday, March 28th. 
Tickets cost £12.50 which includes a fish and chips lunch with a drink 
and entry to the match. 
The get-together starts at 1pm with lunch at 1.45pm. 
To register your attendance, call Ken Bird on 07555 102683 or 
email admin@wellingtonafc.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:admin@wellingtonafc.co.uk


MATCH REPORT 
IVYBRIDGE TOWN 1 3 WELLINGTON 

 
Wellington returned to league action for the first time since Boxing Day with 
an excellent win at Ivybridge Town on Tuesday evening. 
 
The goals came from Josh Baker (two) and Alfie Slough although the win was 
achieved thanks to an outstanding all-round display by the entire 16-man 
squad. 
 
The game brought together the two sides who lost out on Saturday’s Les 
Phillips Cup semi-finals and it was the Tangerines who struck first after only 
seven minutes. 
 
Charlie Shearer made a superb run down the right and his pinpoint cross 
saw Josh Baker rise unchallenged to score with a textbook downward 
header. 
 
However, Wellington’s early advantage was short-lived as Ivybridge drew 
level on nine minutes when Kai Burrell drove home from the edge of the 
box, his strike taking a deflection on its way into the net.  
 
Wellington keeper Andy Collings, who had produced a fine early save, was 
called into action again on 17 minutes, producing a sharp stop at his near 
post to keep the scores level. 
 
At the other end, Jack Winsor showed great tenacity midway through the 
half, robbing a defender and surging forward, but he could not keep his shot 
on target as the game continued at a lively pace. 
 
Wellington went close to restoring their lead in the 37th minute when Oscar 
Albano’s volley took a deflection and seemed destined for the net, only for 
Ivybridge keeper Kane Gregory to produce a brilliant save to claw the ball 
away. 
 



The sides went in level at the break when Wellington made a change, Mark 
Cornish replacing Sam Sheldrake in defence as they looked to get back in 
front. 
 
A flowing move on 57 minutes almost brought reward when Winsor’s effort 
was acrobatically tipped over the bar by Gregory. From the resulting corner, 
Cornish rose highest but saw his header crash against the crossbar. 
 
Ivybridge responded and Collings again proved his worth on 61 minutes, 
getting down well to push a free kick round the post. The resulting corner 
was cleared from under the bar and eventually blasted over. 
 
Wellington’s persistence paid off on 64 minutes. A free kick from Sam 
Towler was not properly cleared and Baker reacted quickest inside the box 
to poke home his second goal of the evening and restore the visitors’ lead. 
 
With Ivybridge pushing for an equaliser, Collings produced a brilliant 
reaction save on 83 minutes to prevent an own goal. It proved a key 
moment as the points were then sealed a minute from time. 
 
Albano led a swift counter-attack and substitute Alfie Slough saw his initial 
effort crash against the underside of the bar. Gregory saved the rebound 
effort but Slough reacted first to bury the rebound and make it 3-1. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Goal scorers Alfie Slough and Josh 
Baker 

 

 





 

 

BRADFORD TOWN 

Bradford Town F.C. was founded in 1992 by Les and Pat Stevens, joining 
Division Two of the Wiltshire League. Home matches were played at St 
Laurence School in Bradford on Avon where the pitch was roped off before 
each game, dugouts were carried to the pitch and the half time tea was made 
in the boot of a car. Following a short spell at Trowbridge Town’s old Frome 
Road ground the club came home to Bradford in 1996 moving into Trowbridge 
Road. The ground was established in 1912 as the home of rubber works team 
Spencer Moulton FC and latterly Avon Bradford FC, before Town became 
custodians.  
 
Bradford achieved promotion to the Western League in the 2005-06 season 
under the leadership of Mark Hodkinson after finishing runners up in the 
Wiltshire League Premier Division. Former players Paul Shanley and his 
assistant Mark Edwards took over at the helm in 2008-09 season which saw a 
3rd place league finish and floodlights installed at the ground.  
 
The following season saw the installation of a 100-seat main stand, a 4th place 
league finish and a 2nd Round appearance in the FA Vase. Town then posted 
successive 6th, 5th and 4th place league finishes before embarking on a year 
to remember in 2013-14 when they won the Division One title by 13 points.  
 
The team’s first season in the Premier Division concluded with a respectable 
8th place finish but it was their exploits in the FA Vase which proved to be the 
highlight of the campaign. A gate of 621 at Trowbridge Road witnessed a 3-1 
victory over Melksham Town in the 4th Round, their sixth scalp of the 
campaign, before bowing out in the next round. Another 8th place finish was 
recorded the following year whilst after three victories in the FA Cup, they 
were edged out 3-2 by Chippenham Town in the 2nd Qualifying Round.  
 
In 2016 Paul Shanley stepped down after eight years in charge and was 
replaced by ex- Forest Green stalwart Danny Greaves, assisted by former fans 
favourite Aaron Wilson. After 25 tireless years as Chairman Les Stevens 
handed over the reins to Mark Hodkinson with Jon Phillips as deputy, both of 
whom had long standing connections with the club. An impressive 5th place 
finish was bettered in 2017-18 by 4th place in a thrilling campaign which also 



saw the club reach the FA Vase 5th Round again. The long trip to Redcar 
however proved a bridge too far as Town went down 2-0 to eventual Northern 
League champions Marske United on a weekend that will live long in the 
memory of the 100-plus travelling supporters.  
 
After two excellent seasons Danny Greaves left Bradford for Frome Town. 
Following Rob Mallet’s short reign in the hot-seat in October 2018, former 
Larkhall Athletic boss Wayne Thorne was appointed manager who guided 
Town to a solid 7th place finish. 2019-20 saw a third FA Vase 5th Round 
appearance but were again eliminated in front of nearly 500 at Trowbridge 
Road 
 
The season also saw Mark Hodkinson step down as Chairman with deputy Jon 
Phillips taking over at the helm. The team were lying in 3rd place in March with 
the best points per game ratio before Covid struck. The management pair 
subsequently decided to move on with former team captain Lee Davidson 
appointed as manager and Jamie Lyons as assistant. 
 
The 2020-21 league campaign was cut short again due to Covid but saw Town 
claim their first trophy since 2014 when Bradford defeated a much fancied 
Bridgwater Town side 1-0 at Street. Town would be transferred across to play 
the 2021-22 season in the Hellenic League Premier Division for the first time, 
posting a 6th place finish. 
 
After years of service to the club Jon Phillips and Mark Hodkinson stepped 
down from duties in 2022 leading to the establishment of 10-strong new 
committee and former Town player Steve Rose appointed as Chairman. After 
an exodus of management and squad members, former player Jamie Jordan 
became team manager in November 2022 assisted by Chris Carr and Robbie 
Simmonds. Their valiant efforts however weren’t enough to avoid relegation 
from the Hellenic League Premier Division.  
 
Chris Carr took charge in 2023/24 leading the club to a solid 8th place finish 
back in the Western League Division One. An exciting season in which the club 
had the longest unbeaten run of 17 games in the league, which followed an 
unbeaten run of 11 games at the start. Following a late dip in league form, the 
2024/25 season culminated with the club earning its place back to Step 5 via 
the play-offs. All at the club are delighted to be in the Western League Premier 
division and are looking forward to the season ahead. 



 



 



WESTERN FOOTBALL LEAGUE – PREMIER DIVISION 
Saturday 7th March 2026 

 

  
WELLINGTON 

Tangerine 

BRADFORD TOWN 
Blue 

From: 
 Oscar Albano 
 Jack Alcock 
 Josh Baker 
 Ryan Brereton 
 Nathan Byrne 
 Andy Collings 
 Daniel Conway 
 Mark Cornish 
 Jake Haggerty 
 Jordan Hayman 
 Josh Lukins 
 Miles Quick 
 Charlie Shearer 
 Sam Sheldrake 
 Alfie Slough 
 Tom Stone 
 Sam Towler 
 Glen Wright 
  
 

 From: 
Manny Adepitan 
Owen Allison 
Theo Black 
Thomas Creed 
Curtis Dunn 
Leo Gallazi 
Rory Hart 
Tom Mack 
Charlie Maddison 
Josiah McKayle 
Jacob Mead 
Stan Pagett 
Jaiden Pearce 
Ashton Shanley 
Fabian Stanislas 
Zion Thompson 
Jensen Wakefield 
Harvey Woods 
 

Manager – Richard Cherry 
Asst Manager – Alan Briard 
Coach – James Westwood 

 

Manager – Chris Carr 
Coaches – Nick Hoskins-Jones & 

Harry Rutty 
Physio – Sara Hillman 

 
MATCH OFFICIALS 

Referee – John Reed 
Assistants – Jack Luxon & Max Healey 

 



 

 



JEWSON WESTERN LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION 
2025-2026 SEASON  

FIXTURES & RESULTS 
DATE  H/A COMP OPPOSITION   RESULT 
26/07/25 A Prem Helston Athletic  2 1 
29/07/25 A Prem Shepton Mallet  2 2 
02/08/25 A FAC Bideford   4 1 
09/08/25 A Prem Buckland Athletic  1 0 
16/08/25 A Prem Nailsea & Tickenham  0 0 
29/08/25 A Prem Bridgwater United  0 1 
06/09/25 H Prem Helston Athletic  2 3 
13/09/25 A Prem Saltash United   0 2 
20/09/25 H FAV Penzance   2 3 
23/09/25 A Prem Street    1 2 
27/09/25 H Prem Paulton Rovers  0 1 
30/09/25 A Prem Sidmouth Town  0 3 
04/10/25 H Prem Newquay   3 3 
08/10/25 A Prem Clevedon Town  3 1 
11/10/25 H Prem Torpoint Athletic  0 3 
15/10/25 H SPC Middlezoy Rovers  3 3 (5-4 pens) 
18/10/25 A Prem Oldland Abbotonians  2 3 
21/10/25 A LPC Nailsea & Tickenham  1 2 
01/11/25 H Prem St Blazey   5 2 
05/11/25 A SPC Taunton Town   4 0 
08/11/25 A Prem Newquay   4 2 
15/11/25 H Prem Ivybridge Town  3 1 
19/11/25 H Prem Buckland Athletic  2 2 
06/12/25 A Prem Bradford Town  3 1 
13/12/25 H Prem Clevedon Town  1 2 
20/12/25 A Prem Brislington   2 2 
26/12/25 H Prem Barnstaple Town  2 4 
14/01/26 H LPC Shepton Mallet  2 1 
17/02/26 A LPC Cheddar   0 4 
28/02/26 H LPC Barnstaple Town  1 2 
03/03/26 A Prem Ivybridge   1 3 
07/03/26 H Prem Bradford Town 
10/03/26 A Prem Paulton Rovers  7.30pm 
 
 



DATE  H/A COMP OPPOSITION   RESULT 
14/03/26 H Prem Oldland Abbotonians 
21/03/26 H Prem Bridgwater United   
25/03/26 H Prem Brislington   7.45pm 
28/03/26 H Prem Saltash United 
03/04/26 A Prem Barnstaple Town  Good Friday 
06/04/26 H Prem Sidmouth Town  Easter Monday 
11/04/26 H Prem Street 
15/04/26 H Prem Shepton Mallet  7.45pm 
18/04/26 A Prem St Blazey 
21/04/26 A Prem Torpoint Athletic  7.30pm 
 
 

 

JEWSON WESTERN FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION TABLE (After Saturday’s matches) 

 

  Played Won Drawn Lost GD Points 
1 Clevedon Town 25 18 2 5 30 56 

2 Torpoint Athletic 22 17 3 2 28 54 

3 Paulton Rovers 22 14 4 4 32 46 

4 Sidmouth Town 26 14 4 8 11 46 

5 Barnstaple Town 21 14 3 4 27 45 

6 Buckland Athletic 26 12 7 7 16 43 

7 Newquay 22 12 3 7 18 39 

8 Saltash United 24 10 5 9 -5 35 

9 Bradford Town 26 9 6 11 -2 33 

10 Bridgwater United 27 9 5 13 -14 32 

11 Helston Athletic 24 8 4 12 -18 28 

12 Street 22 7 6 9 5 27 

13 Ivybridge Town 22 8 2 12 -14 26 

14 St Blazey 26 6 8 12 -20 26 

15 Shepton Mallet 26 6 7 13 -17 25 

16 Wellington 21 5 4 12 -13 19 

17 Brislington 22 3 3 16 -30 12 

18 Oldland Abbotonians 20 1 2 17 -34 5 



 

 



 
RECENT RESULTS 

 
Saturday 28th February 2026 

LES PHILLIPS CUP – SEMI-FINALS 
 Bradford Town  5 1 Ivybridge 
 Wellington   1 2 Barnstaple Town 

 
PREMIER DIVISION 

 Buckland Athletic  0 0 Bridgwater United 
 Oldland Abbotonians  1 5 Newquay 
 Shepton Mallet  1 1 Helston Athletic 
 Sidmouth Town  0 4 Street 
 

Tuesday 3rd March  
PREMIER DIVISION 

 Barnstaple Town  2 1 Newquay 
Bradford Town  0 2 Street 

 Ivybridge   1 3 Wellington 
 Oldland Abbotonians  0 4 Clevedon Town 
 Paulton Rovers  3 0 Brislington 
 

FIXTURES 
PREMIER DIVISION 
Saturday 7th March 

 Barnstaple Town  vs  Brislington 
 Helston Athletic  vs  Bridgwater United 
 Newquay   vs  Street 
 Oldland Abbotonians  vs  Buckland Athletic 
 Paulton Rovers  vs  Torpoint Athletic 
 Saltash United   vs  Ivybridge Town 
 Sidmouth Town  vs  Shepton Mallet 
 St Blazey   vs  Clevedon Town 
 Wellington   vs  Bradford Town 
 



 



 
 

 



 



CLUB NEWS 
For the first time since before Christmas all of our senior teams were in 
action last weekend. 
 
The Reserves had a tough game on a very wet pitch away to second-placed 
Winkleigh. Despite the conditions and going 1-0 down, they battled to the 
end and won 3-2. The scorers were Jack Bryant, Connor Noble and James 
Beattie. The victory moves the Reserves up into fourth place in the Devon & 
Exeter League Premier Division 
 
This afternoon they are away to Feniton. 
 
In the Taunton Saturday League Premier Division, the A Team lost 4-2 away 
to league leaders, Wembdon. Their goals came from Tom Scarlett and Matt 
Brereton. This afternoon they are home to Staplegrove Reserves on the 3G 
at Court Fields (2.15pm). 
 
On Sunday the Wildcats won 3-0 at home to Nailsea United in the First 
Division of the Somerset County Women’s League. Despite playing the first 
25 minutes of the game with only 10 players, they put in a superb 
performance to secure a deserved victory. Goals came from Milly Howe (2) 
and Leah Morrell. 
 
Tomorrow they are away to Bath City Development. 
 

  
Reserves player of the match 
Connor Noble is pictured with 
manager Mark Owen 

Wildcats player of the match 
Grayson Kennard with Head of 
Wildcats, Steve Crudge. 

 

The Under 18s are home to Tiverton Town on Tuesday, 10th March 
(7.30pm). 



 



 





 



 
 

 

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR SPECTATORS 
 

As an FA Accredited Club, we expect all spectators to play your part and 
support the FA’s Code of Respect: 

• Never engage in or tolerate offensive, insulting or abusive language 

• Never engage in threatening or violent behaviour 

• Never engage in racist abuse or behaviour of any kind 

• Never abuse match or team officials from either side 

• Stay behind the touchline and within the designated spectator’s area 
You must fully understand and readily accept that failure to comply with any 

of the above may result in you being: 

• Issued with a verbal warning or asked to leave 

• Required to meet with the club committee, league or Welfare Officer 

• Obliged to undertake and FA education course 

• Requested not to attend future games, be suspended or have your 
membership removed 

• Required to leave the club along with any dependents and/or issued a 
fine 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiHuqXSpMPhAhVDMewKHbyeCqQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.niowfc.com/fa-charter-std-com-club-01/&psig=AOvVaw1t9UWLOHprSktt5EeLb3sS&ust=1554908547772207




 


