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 AT WELLINGTON PLAYING FIELD 
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WELLINGTON AFC 

The Carly Press Ground at Wellington Playing Field 
North Street Car Park, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8LY 

(An Unincorporated Members’ Club) 
www.wellingtonafc.co.uk 

 
Affiliated to the Somerset FA 

Members of: 
Jewson Western League 

Stitch 2 Print Devon & Exeter Football League 
Centregreat Taunton & District Saturday League 

Somerset County Women’s League 
Western Counties Floodlight Youth League 

Taunton Youth League & Mini League 
Somerset Girls' Football League 

 
CLUB OFFICIALS 

 
ALAN SHIRE - President 

 
MIKE HALL – Chairman 

 
GRAHAM ASPIN - Vice-Chairman 

 
JANE BROWN – Secretary 

 
JAMIE WEBBER - Treasurer 

 
COLIN WALLER - Welfare Officer/Youth Teams Secretary 

 
YVETTE WAYGOOD – Assistant Welfare Officer  

 
GEOFF HAMLYN – Assistant Secretary/Membership Secretary 

 
KEN BIRD – Media Manager 

 
MICHAEL OWEN – Bar Manager 

 
JEANETTE BIRD – Bookings Officer 

 
TEAM MANAGERS 

 
RICHARD CHERRY – First Team 

 
MARK OWEN – Reserves 

WARREN TOTH – A Team STEVE CRUDGE – Wildcats 
  

http://www.wellingtonafc.co.uk/


 

WELLINGTON AFC 
Club History 

Formed in 1892, we are proud to be a three-star FA Accredited Club and run 
more than 30 teams, providing football for hundreds of men, women, boys and 
girls throughout the season. 
 
Initially, the club played in leagues based around Taunton and Tiverton. In the 
early 1960s, we gained promotion to the Somerset Senior League and 
succeeded in achieving Western League status in 1978 which has been retained 
ever since, making us one of the league’s longest continuously serving 
members. 
 
Since entering the Western League in the First Division, we played at Premier 
Division level from 1981-82 to 1984-85 and 2008-09 to 2010-11. The team were 
then promoted as First Division champions at the end of the 2016-17 season 
and have since remained in the Premier Division. In their first season back, the 
team finished a creditable 15th and also reached the semi-finals of the 
Somerset Premier Cup. The side finished 13th in 2024-25 with their highest 
points total for a number of years.  
 
We have three other senior sides - the Reserves in the Devon and Exeter 
League's premier division, the A team in the Taunton Saturday League's 
premier division and the Wildcats Ladies, in the Somerset County Women’s 
League first division. 
 
We run well over 20 teams in our youth and minis section with both boys and 
girls playing from the age of seven right through to 18 - along with coaching for 
even younger children. 
 
We also have a thriving Abilities Counts section which runs teams for both 
adults and youth players. 
 
Off the pitch, Wellington AFC play a major role in the local community – we are 
home to a large number of skittles and darts teams and our facilities are in use 
throughout the year for a wide range of social events staged by local groups, 
registered charities and individuals. 
 
We also host training courses, seminars and roadshows for local businesses and 
organisations. 

 



WELCOME TO TODAY’S GAME 
 

We extend a warm welcome to the players, officials and supporters of 
Oldland Abbotonians for this afternoon’s Jewson Western League 
Premier Division game. 
 
Wellington earned three valuable points with a 3-2 win in a tense 
encounter at Oldland in mid-October. The goals came from Oscar 
Albano, James De Selincourt and Alfie Slough. 
 

 

TODAY’S MATCH SPONSORS 
 

FRIENDS OF WELLINGTON AFC 
 
 

TODAY’S MATCHBALL SPONSOR 

 
We thank them for their continued support of 

Wellington AFC 
 

Cover photograph courtesy of Robin Steward Photography 



FIRST TEAM SPONSORS 
 

 
 

We are indebted to local business AJ Shire Electrical and Solar Services for 
continuing as first team kit sponsor for another season. Alan Shire, also 
our president, is pictured – second from left – with Richard Cherry 
(manager), Glen Wright (captain) and Mike Hall (chairman). 

 

 
NEXT GAMES FOR THE FIRST TEAM 

Jewson Western League – Premier Division 
 

Saturday 21st March – 3.00pm 
WELLINGTON v BRIDGWATER UNITED 

 
Wednesday 25th March – 7.45pm 

WELLINGTON v BRISINGTON 
 

Saturday 28th March – 3.00pm 
WELLINGTON v SALTASH UNITED 

 
 



 



 





WELLINGTON FIRST TEAM SQUAD – 2025-2026 SEASON 
 

 
 

Rear from left, Graham Aspin (vice-chairman), Georgia Purdy (apprentice coach), Mark Cornish, Nathan Byrne, Jack 
McAndrews, Sam Towler, Josh Lukins, Alfie Slough, Callum Thomas, Harvey Field, James Westwood (assistant coach), Alan 
Shire (president and kit sponsor, AJ Shire Electrical). Front, Jake Haggerty, Jack Alcock, Oscar Albano, Mike Hall (chairman), 
Richard Cherry (manager), Glen Wright (captain), Ryan Brereton, Douglas Camilo. 



MATCH REPORT 
WELLINGTON  3 1 BRADFORD TOWN 

 
Wellington made it back-to-back 3-1 wins with another battling display at 
the Carly Press Ground last Saturday.  
 
Goals from Charlie Shearer, skipper Glen Wright and substitute Alfie 
Slough gave the Tangerines revenge for a defeat by the same scoreline at 
Bradford in December. 
 
The visitors threatened first when a low drive was drilled across the 
Wellington goal inside four minutes, but the home side responded almost 
immediately as a flowing move ended with Josh Lukins forcing a good 
save from keeper Tom Creed. 
 
Wellington were dealt an early setback in the sixth minute when defender 
Tom Stone was forced off through injury, Jack Alcock coming on in his 
place. 
 
The hosts refused to let this knock them out of their stride and took the 
lead after 16 minutes thanks to an excellent piece of attacking play. Josh 
Baker’s hold-up and clever pass released Charlie Shearer, who showed 
great composure to lift a neat lob over Creed to make it 1-0. 
 
Wellington pushed for a second and nearly found it midway through the 
half, but Creed produced a superb double save to deny Wright. Baker also 
went close as the Tangerines continued to apply pressure, firing narrowly 
wide from the edge of the box. 
 
Bradford started the second half brightly and levelled just after the hour 
mark. A through ball split the defence and Josiah McKayle beat onrushing 
keeper Andy Collings to poke home the equaliser. 
 
The hosts responded positively, with Wright seeing a goalbound effort 
blocked, before Collings was called into action at the other end, making a 
fine save after a quick Bradford break. 



Wellington then regained the lead with 11 minutes remaining. Sam 
Towler delivered an inviting corner and Wright rose to power home a 
textbook header and restore the advantage. 
 
The points were sealed four minutes later from a disputed penalty. Creed 
was penalised by the referee with one of their players sin-binned for 
protesting the decision. Substitute Alfie Slough stepped up to calmly 
convert the spot kick and make it 3-1. 
 

 

 
 
 

Defender Jordan Hayman was our 
player of the match and he is pictured 

with club helper and former player 
Keith Harcombe from sponsor, R&M 

Wholesale. 

 

 
ACTION SHOTS FROM BRADFORD TOWN GAME 

(Courtesy of Around Wellington) 

  

 

  
 



BOOK YOUR PLACE 
 

 
 

Our next Past Players’ Reunion will take place at 

the first-team’s home game v Saltash United on 

Saturday, March 28th. 

Tickets cost £12.50 which includes a fish and chips 

lunch with a drink and entry to the match. 

The get-together starts at 1pm with lunch at 

1.45pm. 

To register your attendance, call Ken Bird on 07555 

102683 or email admin@wellingtonafc.co.uk 

 

mailto:admin@wellingtonafc.co.uk


MATCH REPORT 
PAULTON ROVERS 2 1 WELLINGTON 

Wellington pushed promotion-chasing Paulton Rovers all the way 
before going down to an odd-goal defeat on Tuesday evening. 
 
It took a contentious penalty to settle the first meeting between the 
sides at the Carly Press Ground back in September and it was a similar 
story with Paulton’s 74th-minute winner in the return. 
 
The hosts went into the game fourth in the table and made a lively 
start, taking the lead after only six minute as Sid Partridge headed 
home a cross into the box. Paulton looked dangerous in the opening 
stages and almost doubled their lead two minutes later, but Max 
Williams fired just wide after a quick break. 
 
After winning their past two games, Wellington gradually settled into 
the contest, although clearcut chances were hard to come by. 
 
The hosts threatened again in the 32nd minute when a well-struck 
effort was deflected on to the top of the net before a corner was 
headed over. 
 
The visitors’ first real opportunity came four minutes before the break 
when Josh Baker raced towards a goal, only to be denied by an 
excellent last-ditch tackle. Wellington finished the half strongly, with 
Oscar Albano forcing a good save from keeper James Smallcombe 
before Sam Towler’s corner curled directly against the crossbar in 
stoppage time. 
 
The Tangerines made a double substitution at the interval, Jordan 
Hayman and James De Selincourt replacing Josh Lukins and Ryan 
Brereton as heavy rain began to fall for the second half. They switched 
to three at the back and it immediately paid dividends as they drew 
level five minutes after the restart. 
 
Neat play between Albano and Towler created the opening for skipper 
Glen Wright, who calmly slipped the ball beneath Smallcombe. 



Wellington continued to press and Miles Quick drove a shot narrowly 
wide two minutes later. 
 
Paulton responded on the hour mark with a breakaway which ended 
with the ball being poked wide before keeper Andy Collings produced a 
smart save from a shot on the turn as the hosts pushed to regain the 
lead. 
 
There were chances at both ends, De Selincourt bringing a good save 
from Smallcombe after a Wellington counter-attack, before the decisive 
moment arrived in controversial circumstances. 
 
Wellington defender Mark Cornish went down with a head injury inside 
his own half, but play was allowed to continue and Paulton quickly 
worked the ball through for Dylan Tate to slot home their second. 
 
Wellington continued to battle and almost snatched a dramatic 
equaliser deep into stoppage time when Harvey Field broke forward, 
but he was unable to lift his effort over Smallcombe. 
 
Despite the defeat, it was a determined performance from the visitors, 
who now turn their attention to this afternoon’s home clash with 
Oldland Abbotonians. 
 

 
Celebrations after Glen Wright equalises 





 

 

OLDLAND ABBOTONIANS 

Bristol and District League handbooks of the 1920's reveal that the 
Oldland football club was founded as St. Anne’s (Oldland) in 1910. St. 
Anne’s (Oldland) won the GFA Minor Cup at the end of the 1921/22 then 
lifted the 1925 GFA Junior Cup but had to wait until the 1950's for further 
success. Little is known about the club's fortunes between the wars but 
they became founder members of the Bristol Premier Combination in 
1962 and were promoted to the Gloucester County League in 1973, 
remaining there for twelve seasons until being re-elected as Oldland 
Decora in 1986.  
 
Pupils at Hanham Abbots school launched Abbotonians football club as 
juniors in 1947 and they enjoyed many league and cup successes in the 
early years, including Cup wins in 1961, 1966 and 1972. The club also won 
the GFA Intermediate Cup in 1962 and 1969 and the 1968 GFA Minor Cup. 
It also became the Bristol Churches League Under 16 league winners in 
1959 and 1961 and Under 18 league winners in 1960.  
 
The two clubs merged in 1998, playing as Oldland Abbotonians in the 
Somerset Senior League. Oldland Abbotonians won the Somerset Senior 
League Division One in 2004/05, were Premier Division runners up in 
2005/06 and eventually promoted to the Toolstation League in 2006/07.  
 
Oldland has often been described as a nursery for Bristol Rovers with Vic 
Lambden, Peter Sampson, Brian Bush and Mike Tippets all playing for the 
club before turning professional at Eastville. Former Rovers favourite 
Bobby Jones was one of many successful Oldland managers, a list which 
also includes former Arsenal and Rovers player David Hillier. Abbots rose 
to heady heights under the leadership of Alan Bush in the 1980's with the 
help of former Rovers players Jeff Meacham, the late Steve Talboys 
(Wimbledon) plus Rovers favourites Graham Day, Peter Aitken and Phil 
Bater. Among other youngsters who left Abbots to play for Rovers were 
Stuart Taylor, Phil Kite and Kevin Westaway. 



 
As manager, Hillier helped Oldland become the first ever Division 1 side to 
win the Les Phillips (league) cup in 2009/10, securing 7th place in the 
league as well. Having finished 4th and been assured that promotion was 
imminent at the end of 2015/16 Oldland were disappointingly not 
promoted and had to start again with most of the squad moving away 
leading to a complete rebuild.  
 
2016/17 was a pivotal year as although the football side disappointed, 
through fundraising and grants the club spent in excess of £70,000 on 
ground improvements including safety fencing, stand covers, pitch 
maintenance equipment, a new stand and CCTV system  
 
In the 2022–23 Western Football League season, the O's finished fourth in 
the table and qualified for the playoffs, defeating Wincanton Town in the 
first round and subsequently Shirehampton in the final, qualifying for 
promotion to the Premier Division.  
 
The clubhouse and dressing room improvements along with the ground 
boundaries and exterior work on the stands and dugouts were upgraded 
following promotion to make the site more secure and cut back on 
vandalism. However, following issues with neighbours and South Glos 
Council most of these have now had to be taken back down. What does 
remain is the famous bar is known by many as the liveliest and best 
clubhouse in the league with numerous social events in addition to match 
days.  
 
Woodman and Cains are now the joint Chairmen role with football 
matters being led by Paul Weeks as Director of Football and the recently-
appointed first team manager, the vastly experienced Lee Lashenko. 
 
The Reserves are in the Bristol Premier Combination and are managed 
by Dave Griffin who also looks after the Under 18s side who play in the 
Western Counties Floodlit Youth League 



 



 



WESTERN FOOTBALL LEAGUE – PREMIER DIVISION 
Saturday 14th March 2026 

 

  
WELLINGTON 

Tangerine 

OLDLAND ABBOTONIANS 
Blue 

From: 
 Oscar Albano 
 Jack Alcock 
 Josh Baker 
 Ryan Brereton 
 Andy Collings 
 Daniel Conway 
 Mark Cornish 
 James De Selincourt 
 Harvey Field 
 Jordan Hayman 
 Josh Lukins 
 Miles Quick 
 Charlie Shearer 
 Jacob Shore 
 Alfie Slough 
 Sam Towler 
 Glen Wright 
  
 

 From: 
Ben Bament 
Sebastian Grant 
Dean Griffiths 
Finlay Hodge 
Jaylin Johnson 
Fred Kershaw 
Regan Lashenko 
Jai Macleod 
Jack Mills 
Josh Nelson 
Kieran Perrin 
Simon Prangley 
Caleb Pryce-Hall 
Ibu Sarr 
Cash Vinnal 
Steve Walker 
Casey Woodman 
 

Manager – Richard Cherry 
Asst Manager – Alan Briard 
Coach – James Westwood 

 

Manager – Lee Lashenko 
Asst Manager – Grantley Dicks 

Physio – Steve Cains 

MATCH OFFICIALS 
Referee – Mark Bird 

Assistants – Sam Czeres & Ali Taha Amine 
 



 

 



JEWSON WESTERN LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION 
2025-2026 SEASON  

FIXTURES & RESULTS 
DATE  H/A COMP OPPOSITION   RESULT 
26/07/25 A Prem Helston Athletic  2 1 
29/07/25 A Prem Shepton Mallet  2 2 
02/08/25 A FAC Bideford   4 1 
09/08/25 A Prem Buckland Athletic  1 0 
16/08/25 A Prem Nailsea & Tickenham  0 0 
29/08/25 A Prem Bridgwater United  0 1 
06/09/25 H Prem Helston Athletic  2 3 
13/09/25 A Prem Saltash United   0 2 
20/09/25 H FAV Penzance   2 3 
23/09/25 A Prem Street    1 2 
27/09/25 H Prem Paulton Rovers  0 1 
30/09/25 A Prem Sidmouth Town  0 3 
04/10/25 H Prem Newquay   3 3 
08/10/25 A Prem Clevedon Town  3 1 
11/10/25 H Prem Torpoint Athletic  0 3 
15/10/25 H SPC Middlezoy Rovers  3 3 (5-4 pens) 
18/10/25 A Prem Oldland Abbotonians  2 3 
21/10/25 A LPC Nailsea & Tickenham  1 2 
01/11/25 H Prem St Blazey   5 2 
05/11/25 A SPC Taunton Town   4 0 
08/11/25 A Prem Newquay   4 2 
15/11/25 H Prem Ivybridge Town  3 1 
19/11/25 H Prem Buckland Athletic  2 2 
06/12/25 A Prem Bradford Town  3 1 
13/12/25 H Prem Clevedon Town  1 2 
20/12/25 A Prem Brislington   2 2 
26/12/25 H Prem Barnstaple Town  2 4 
14/01/26 H LPC Shepton Mallet  2 1 
17/02/26 A LPC Cheddar   0 4 
28/02/26 H LPC Barnstaple Town  1 2 
03/03/26 A Prem Ivybridge   1 3 
07/03/26 H Prem Bradford Town  3 1 
10/03/26 A Prem Paulton Rovers  2 1 
 
 



DATE  H/A COMP OPPOSITION   RESULT 
14/03/26 H Prem Oldland Abbotonians 
21/03/26 H Prem Bridgwater United   
25/03/26 H Prem Brislington   7.45pm 
28/03/26 H Prem Saltash United 
03/04/26 A Prem Barnstaple Town  Good Friday 
06/04/26 H Prem Sidmouth Town  Easter Monday 
11/04/26 H Prem Street    2.00pm 
15/04/26 H Prem Shepton Mallet  7.45pm 
18/04/26 A Prem St Blazey 
21/04/26 A Prem Torpoint Athletic  7.30pm 
 
 

 

JEWSON WESTERN FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION TABLE (After Saturday’s matches) 

 

  Played Won Drawn Lost GD Points 
1 Clevedon Town 27 20 2 5 36 62 

2 Torpoint Athletic 23 17 4 2 28 55 

3 Barnstaple Town 23 16 3 4 29 51 

4 Paulton Rovers 24 15 5 4 35 50 

5 Sidmouth Town 27 14 5 8 11 47 

6 Buckland Athletic 27 13 7 7 19 46 

7 Newquay 24 12 4 8 17 40 

8 Saltash United 25 11 5 9 -4 38 

9 Bridgwater United 28 10 5 13 -10 35 

10 Bradford Town 28 9 6 13 -6 33 

11 Street 24 8 7 9 7 31 

12 Helston Athletic 25 8 4 13 -22 28 

13 Shepton Mallet 27 6 8 13 -17 26 

14 Ivybridge Town 24 8 2 14 -17 26 

15 St Blazey 27 6 8 13 -22 26 

16 Wellington 23 7 4 12 -9 25 

17 Brislington 24 3 3 18 -34 12 

18 Oldland Abbotonians 22 1 2 19 -41 5 



 

 



 
RECENT RESULTS 

PREMIER DIVISION 
Saturday 7th March 

 Barnstaple Town  vs  Brislington 
 Helston Athletic  vs  Bridgwater United 
 Newquay   vs  Street 
 Oldland Abbotonians  vs  Buckland Athletic 
 Paulton Rovers  vs  Torpoint Athletic 
 Saltash United   vs  Ivybridge Town 
 Sidmouth Town  vs  Shepton Mallet 
 St Blazey   vs  Clevedon Town 
 Wellington   vs  Bradford Town 
 

Tuesday 10th March 
 Ivybridge Town  5 3 Helston Athletic 
 Paulton Rovers  2 1 Wellington 
 Street    3 0 Barnstaple Town 
 

Wednesday 11th March 
 Newquay   2 1 Saltash United 
 

FIXTURES 
PREMIER DIVISION 

 Barnstaple Town  vs  Sidmouth Town 
 Bradford Town  vs  Bridgwater United 
 Brislington   vs  Ivybridge Town 
 Clevedon Town  vs  Torpoint Athletic 
 Helston Athletic  vs  Buckland Athletic 
 Paulton Rovers  vs  Newquay 
 Saltash United   vs  Street 
 Wellington   vs  Oldland Abbotonians 



 
Tuesday 17th March 

 Oldland Abbotonians  vs  Bradford Town 
 Shepton Mallet  vs  Paulton Rovers 
 Torpoint Athletic  vs  Newquay 
 Barnstaple Town  vs  Saltash United 
 Street    vs  Clevedon Town 
 

Saturday 21st March 
 Buckland Athletic  vs  Brislington 
 Helston Athletic  vs  Paulton Rovers 
 Ivybridge   vs  Oldland Abbotonians 
 Saltash United   vs  Clevedon Town 
 St Blazey   vs  Sidmouth Town 
 Street    vs  Torpoint Athletic 
 Wellington   vs  Bridgwater United 

Tuesday 24th March 
 Bradford Town  vs  Clevedon Town 
 Ivybridge   vs  St Blazey 
 Oldland Abbotonians  vs  Paulton Rovers 
 Saltash United   vs  Sidmouth Town 
 Shepton Mallet  vs  Barnstaple Town 
 

Wednesday 25th March 
 Buckland Athletic  vs  Torpoint Athletic 
 Wellington   vs  Brislington 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 



 
 

 



 



CLUB NEWS 
The Reserves recorded a hard earned 2-1 win away at Feniton last Saturday 
to stay fourth in the Devon & Exeter League Premier Division table. Ben 
Evett scored both goals. 
 
This afternoon, they are away to Sidmouth Town 2nds. 
 
Commiserations to the A team on a battling 2-0 defeat by Racehorse Rovers 
in the quarter-finals of the Taunton Saturday League West Somerset Rose 
Bowl on Wednesday evening. 
 
They are without a game this afternoon and play their final league game of 
the season next Saturday (21st March) when they visit Porlock. 
 

  
 

Reserves player of the match Tom 
Davies (left), with joint manager, 

Michael Owen 

Chris McKee (left), A Team player of 
the match with skipper Tom Scarlett. 

 
Without a game tomorrow, the Wildcats are home to Frome Town next 
Sunday, 22nd March (2.00pm). 
 
In their first home game since November, the Under 18s lost 8-1 to Tiverton 
Town on Tuesday evening. They are at home again on Tuesday, 17th March 
(7.30pm) when Chard Town are the visitors. 
 



 



 





 



 
 

 

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR SPECTATORS 
 

As an FA Accredited Club, we expect all spectators to play your part and 
support the FA’s Code of Respect: 

• Never engage in or tolerate offensive, insulting or abusive language 

• Never engage in threatening or violent behaviour 

• Never engage in racist abuse or behaviour of any kind 

• Never abuse match or team officials from either side 

• Stay behind the touchline and within the designated spectator’s area 
You must fully understand and readily accept that failure to comply with any 

of the above may result in you being: 

• Issued with a verbal warning or asked to leave 

• Required to meet with the club committee, league or Welfare Officer 

• Obliged to undertake and FA education course 

• Requested not to attend future games, be suspended or have your 
membership removed 

• Required to leave the club along with any dependents and/or issued a 
fine 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiHuqXSpMPhAhVDMewKHbyeCqQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.niowfc.com/fa-charter-std-com-club-01/&psig=AOvVaw1t9UWLOHprSktt5EeLb3sS&ust=1554908547772207




 


